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Maija. By birth she was a daughter of the very
farm he was about to visit; that is to say,, she was
not this present Kokemaki man's girl; her
brother had sold Ollila to him. Having made
up his mind to marry into a farm on the other
side of Tampere., her brother had no use for their
old home and so sold it. That left his sister
Maija sitting on a very weak branch indeed.
She had a few roubles of her own,, but nobody
seemed to want them. The feeble attempts she
made to bedeck herself and cut a figure only
awakened laughter; there was something comical
in them, and in the end the community saw to it
that they were fittingly punished: Maija gave
birth to an illegitimate child. The baby died
quickly enough, but by then the roubles were all
spent and the only road for Maija was that always
open to women. She went into service as a
maid. People prophesied new falls from grace
for Maija, for she was a weak-willed person.
These prophecies, however, were not fulfilled.
But when the mistress at Nikkila died about
Michaelmas and Maija went there that same
autumn as maid, people said, " Well, there's
Penjami's next wife." And this time they were
right. Maija lay now on the bath-house platform
at Nikkila with Loviisa, the cupper-woman,
fussing in attendance on her.

It was an occasion she had fervently hoped and
waited for;   her life up to now and especially